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PART I 



SUBMISSION STATEMENT. CERTIF ICATIONS. AND ASSURANCES 



A. SUBMISSION STATOIENT 



hereby submit the following State Plan under Part B of the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (Act) , which 
includes the Preschool Grants Application under section 619 
of the Act, for Fiscal Years 1995, 1996, and 1997 (i.e., the 
grant periods beginning July 1, 1994, July 1, 1995, and 
July 1, 1996). Unless otherwise noted, the policies and 
procedures, and the certifications and assurances that are 
used throughout this submission, including references to 
Part B and to the State Plan, also apply to the Preschool 
Grants Application. 



I, the undersigned authorized official of the state 
Educational Agency of the State of Alaska 



Alaska 






Mike^Jlahe^j^egut^Conmissioner^of^duc a C ion 



ED/OSERS / OSEP 



October iq<?3 



B . ASSURANCE STATQIENTS 

The State of Alaska nakes the following 

assurances and provisions as required by Part B of the 

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (20 u.s.c. 

1411-1420) : 

1. In carrying out the requirements of 20 U.S.C. 1412, 
procedures are established for consultation with 
individuals involved in or concerned with the education 
of children with disabilities, including individuals 
with disabilities and parents or guardians of children 
with disabilities (20 U.S.C. 1412(7) (A)}. 

2. Programs and procedures will be established to assure 
that funds received by the State or any of its 
political subdivisions under any other Federal program, 
including subpart 2 of part D of Chapter l of Title I 
of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, 
under which there is specific authority for the 
provision of assistance for the education of children 
with disabilities, will be utilized by the State, or 
any of its political subdivisions, only in a manner 
consistent with the goal of providing a free 
appropriate public education for all children with 
disabilities, except that nothing in this clause shall 
be construed to limit the specific requirements of the 
laws governing such Federal programs (20 U.S.C. 
1413(a)(2)). 

3. Federal funds made available- under the Act: (A) will 

not be commingled with State funds; and (B) will be so 
used as to supplement and increase the level of 
Federal, State, and local funds (including funds that 
are not under the control of State or local educational 
agencies) expended for special education and related 
services provided to children with disabilities and 
will in no case be used to supplant such Federal, 

State, and local funds, except that, where the State 
provides clear and convincing evidence that all 
children with disabilities have available to them a 
free public appropriate education, the Secretary may 
waive in part the requirement of this clause if the 
Secretary concurs with evidence provided by the state 
(20 U.S.C. 1413(a)(9)(B) and 20 U.S.C. 

1414(a) (2) (B)(ii)). 
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4. The State has an advisory panel, appointed by the 
Governor or any other official authorized under State 
law to make such appointments, composed of individuals 
involved in, or concerned with, the education of 
children with disabilities, including individuals with 
disabilities, teachers, parents or guardians of 
children with disabilities. State and local officials, 
and administrators of programs for children with 
disabilities, which: 

(A) Advises the State educational agency of unmet 
needs within the State in the education of 
children with disabilities; 

(B) Comments publicly on any rules or regulations 
proposed for issuance by the state regarding the 
education of children with disabilities, and the 
procedures for distribution of funds under the 
Act; and 

(C) Assists the State in developing and reporting such 
data and evaluations as may assist the Secretary 
in the performance of his responsibilities under 
20 U.S.C. 1418 (20 U.S.C. 1413 (a) (12) ) . 

5. The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, as 
amended, will not bs construed by the State to permit 
the state to reduce medical or other assistance 
available under, or to alter the eligibility 
requirements of, programs funded in whole or in part 
through Title V (Maternal and Child Health) or 
Title XZX (Medicaid) of the Social Security Act, with 
respect to the provision of a free appropriate public 
education for children with disabilities within the 
State (20 U.S.C. 1413(e)). 

6. The State has policies and procedures to ensure that 
any amendment to the plan submitted by the State shall 
be available to parents, guardians, and other members 
of the general public at least thirty days prior to the 
date of submission of the amendment to the Secretary 
(20 U.S.C. 1412 (2) (E)). 

7. Control of funds provided and title to property derived 
therefrom, shall be in a public agency for uses and 
purposes provided, and a public agency will administer 
such funds and property; and fiscal control and fund 
accounting procedures will be adopted as may be 
necessary to assure proper disbursement of, and 
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accounting for, Federal funds paid to the state, 
including any such funds paid by the state to local 
educational agencies and intermediate educational units 
(20 U.S.C. 1413(a)(6) and (10)). 

8. The State will make such reports in such form and 
containing such information as the Secretary may 
require to carry out the Secretary's functions under 
this part (20 U.S.C. 1413(a)(7)). 



C. GENERAL STATE APPLICATION - EDGAR ASSURANCE 

The State educational agency provides assurances that it 
will comply with the provisions contained in 34 CFR 76.101 
and section 435 of the General Education Provisions Act. 



D. CERTIFICATIONS REQUIRED BY EDGAR 

In accordance with 34 CFR 76.104 the State educational 

agency assures that: 

1. The Plan is submitted by the State agency that is 
eligible to submit the Plan. 

2. The State agency has authority under State lav to 
perform the functions of the State under the program. 

3. The State legally may carry out each provision of the 
Plan. 

4. All provisions of the Plan are consistent with State 
lav. 

5. A State Officer, specified by title in the 
certification, has authority under State lav to 
receive, hold, and disburse Federal funds made 
available under the Plan. 

6. The State Officer who submits this Plan, specified by 
title in the certification, has authority to submit the 
Plan. 

7. The agency that submits the Plan has adopted or 
otherwise formally approved the Plan. 

8. The Plan is the basis for State operation and 
administration of the program. 
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E. EXECUTIVE ORDER 12372 

This State certifies that: 

To the best of our knowledge and belief, data in this state 
Plan are true and correct, the document has been duly 
authorized by the governing body of the state education 
agency, and the State will comply with the attached 
assurances if the State Plan is approved. 

The State Plan was submitted to the State's "single point of 
contact" under Executive Order 12372 on nn <;pr 

Month/ Day / Year 



F. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Each State educational agency must provide documentation 
that the public participation requirements in 34 CFR 
300.280*300.284 and section 435 of the General Education 
Provisions Act have been met. (See OSEP Memo 94*1, li*E, 
for further details.) 



WALTER J. HICKEL, GOVERNOR 



DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM SUPPORT 



GOLDBELT PLACE 

801 WEST 10TH STREET. SUITE 200 

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801 1894 



February 28, 1 994 



Barbara Route 

U.S. Department of Education 
Office of Special Education Programs 
400 Maryland Ave. S.W. 

MES Switzer Building 
Washington, D.C. 20202 

Dear Ms. Route: 

The responsibility for preparation and implementation of the State Plan under Part B of 
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act as amended rests with the Alaska 
Department of Education. The general public has been notified of the availability of the 
State Plan and public hearings have been held in accordance with 34 CFR 300.280 to 
300.284 and Section 435 of the General Education Provisions Act. 

Public meetings for the purpose of taking comments were held at the following locations: 

February 15, 1994 Anchorage 

February 15, 1994 Juneau 

Public prior notice for these meetings was accomplished by paid legal notices placed in 
five newspapers around the state (see attached copy of ad and Advertising Orders). 
Additionally, drafts of the State Plan were sent to all public agencies with an interest in 
the education of children with disabilities (see attached copy of letter). 

There were three comments on the State Plan (see attached letter). 

1. The Governor's Council noted that contrary to what the draft of the State Plan 
stated, the Governor’s Council does not provide any educational services. 

2. The Department was criticized for not taking a stand in the State Plan in favor of 
"full inclusion." 

3. Some districts do not like the idea of reinstating a computerized child count system. 
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A change in the State Plan was made to address the first issue above. References to 
"services" provided by the Governor's Council were deleted. 

No changes were made in the State Plan in regard to comments # 2 and 3 above. 

The post-approval notification required by 34 CFR 300.284 will be conducted in the 
same manner as above. Notification will be made in five newspapers and copies of the 
approved State Plan will be made available to the same parties who received draft copies 
of the plan. 



Regards, 



Richard Smiley 

EPS/Special Education Services 
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PO. Box 240249 • Anchorage, Alaska 99524-0249 • Phone: 907-563-5355 • Fax: 907-563-5357 



WALTER J. HICKEL/GOVERNOR 
State of Alaska 



MEMORANDUM 



DATE: February 18, 1994 

TO: Richard H. Smiley, Department of Education 



FROM: David Maltman, Executive Direct 




RE: 



Comments on Special Education State Plan FY 95 - 97 



Please consider the following comments for incorporation into the State Plan 
required by Part B and Section 619 of IDEA. 

Page 1 : We are disappointed that there is no reference in the Policy Statement 

of the plan that addresses the Department’s position on adopting an inclusionary 
philosophy. The plan is an excellent way to make a public statement about the 
inclusion of special education students in regular classrooms. 

According to a letter that we received from Commissioner Covey dated 12/22/93, 
the Department’s laws and regulations permit inclusion. Additionally , the letter states 
that the Department supports the delivery of educational programs in the least 
restrictive environment. At a minimum these statements should be included for 
scrutiny by the appropriate federal agency. 

It would improve Alaska’s State Plan to make the statement that the Department 
believes that all students must be educated in school environments which fully 
include rather than exclude them. Additionally, Full Inclusion means that all children 
must be educated in supported, heterogeneous, age appropriate, natural, child 
focused learning environments for the purpose of preparing the students to 
participate in the diverse and integrated Alaskan community. 

Page 9: The Governor's Council responsibilities are misrepresented. The Council 

is to evaluate, plan and promote services to special education students. We want 
this section to be clear that we do not provide educational services to other 
agencies. 

Page 31 : Since state law has been revised, all sections should refer to the 

Governor's Council on Disabilities and Special Education. There are inconsistent 
references to the Council on Handicapped and Gifted throughout the plan. 

Appendix: Attached is a current list of the members of the Council’s Education 
Committee which fulfills the duties of the Special Education Advisory Panel. The list 
indicates the required areas of representation. 

Thank you for considering these improvements to the State Plan. Once approved, 
please mail us a copy of the final document. 
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION / 

j 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM SUPPORT / 



GOLDBELT PLACE 

801 WEST 10TH STREET. SUITE 200 

JUNEAU. ALASKA 99801-1894 



January 11, 1994 



MEMORANDUM 



TO: 




FROM: 



Superintendents 

Special Education Directors and Coordinators 
Advocacy Services of Alaska 
P.A.R.E.N.T.S. 

Governor's Council on Disabilities and Special Education 
Special Education Service Agency 

University of Alaska, Schools of Education: Fairbanks, Anchorage & Juneau 
South East Regional Resource Cepter 
Other Interested Parties IjLjJu ' f 

Richard H. Smiley, Program Manager 



SUBJECT: Special Education State Plan for Fiscal Years 1995, 1996 and 1997. 



Enclosed is a draft copy of the Alaska State Plan for Fiscal Years 1995, 1996 and 1997 (State Plan). 
The State Plan is required by Part B and Section 619 of the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA). 

This draft of the State Plan is being disseminated to all interested parties in Alaska in order to provide 
reasonable opportunity for participation in the planning and operation of Alaska's special education 
program. This participation includes suggestions for improving the administration of the special 
education program and allegations that there has been a failure by any entity to comply with applicable 
statutes and regulations. 

The draft State Plan will be available for pubic review and comment until February 28, 1994. On 
February 15, 1994, oral testimony on the draft plan will be taken from 9 to 1 1 a.m. at the Alaska 
Department of Education, 801 West 10th Street, Juneau and the Special Education Services Agency, 
2217 E. Tudor Road, Suite 1, Anchorage. 

Send written comments on the draft State Plan to: 



Richard Smiley, Program Manager 
Alaska Department of Education 
801 West 10th Street #200 
Juneau, AK 99801 



The final version of the State Plan will be submitted to the US. Office of Education by March 1, 1994. 
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